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February 27, 2016
Mr. Dave Clarke,Executive Director

Forest Practices Board

3rd Floor, 1675 Douglas St.

PO Box 9905, Stn Prov Gov’t

Victoria BC V8W 9R1
Dear Sir, 
The Community of Glade is located 15 minutes North of the City of Castlegar on Highway 3A and East across the Kootenay River via ferry.
There are 113 households in Glade which receive their drinking water from the Glade Creek Watershed.
ATCO Wood Products and Kalesnikoff Lumber have the rights to log in our watershed and they are moving forward with their logging plans.

Glade is under a continual Boil Water Advisory. Logging the Glade Watershed would create an additional burden and risk for the people of Glade, compounding the existing risk to the potability of our water. Turbidity readings for Glade Creek can be found at http://gladewater.weebly.com/uploads/1/4/9/2/14923104/turbidity1.pdf
According to B.C.'s Community Watershed Guidebook, logged areas increase run-off, erosion and rate of snowmelt. Accelerated surface erosion, landslides and channel-change processes happen. Where harvesting and roadbuilding occur over an extensive area, there is even greater potential for soil disturbance as flow over skid trails and roads increases surface erosion and resulting water turbidity.
The Glade Creek Watershed has already experiened both man-made and natural disturbances: horse logging and hand-built trails in the 1920’s and 30’s; an intense forest fire in 1934; construction of power lines and associated road building in the 1970s and maintenance of powerlines which continue to the present time. Disturbances have resulted in at least 3 landslides and ongoing sources of sediment in Glade Creek Watershed (Interior Watershed Assessment Procedure & Reconnaissance Stability Assessment of Structure Locations Glade Creek. February 2001. M.Carver).
When sediment production increases, it affects the efficacy of our water treatment process by introducing not only fine clays, sands and silts in the water but also organic compounds, plankton and microorganisms. Where turbidity levels are elevated, disinfection is compromised. Bacteriological constituents in the water along with sediments may actually overwhelm the disinfection system at elevated levels even while treatment and delivery of water to the community are ocurring.
In the the Drinking Water Protection Act a threat to drinking water is defined as, “ a condition or thing, or circumstances that may lead to a condition or thing, that may result in drinking water provided by a domestic water system not being potable water”. An investigation can be requested under Section 29 of the DWPA and I believe this is an instance in which such an investigation is warranted.
 A Bull Trout capture in Glade Creek was recorded by Fish and Wildlife in 2013.
The sample was a juvenile, suggesting spawning has occurred. Bull Trout are provincially Blue-Listed and their conservation is a priority to the province of BC. Bull Trout are very sensitive to water temperature, turbidity and require cold, clear water. For example, any further sedimentation of the creek will negatively impact successful spawning, incubation and rearing. Logging practices can increase water temperature 2-4°C over a short time period and climate change effects may also increase temperatures (Macdonald et al. 2003). 
The BC Water Sustainability Act will come into force early in 2016. Section 43 of this Act, Water Objectives, provides Authority to establish Regulation to provide a more consistent approach to considering water in natural resource decisions to help reduce impacts to and help sustain water quantity, water quality and acquatic ecosystems.

Logging in a drinking water watershed needs to end and we will be lobbying Minister Mary Polak for this inclusion in her Regulations. 
Sincerely,

Cindy Perdue for

Glade Watershed Protection Committee

c/o 1991 Glade Road

Castleger BC

V1N 4R6

Cc
Honorable Mary Polak, Ministry of Environment


Michelle Mungall, MLA Creston-Nelson


Harry Bains, MLA, Opposition Critic for Forests, Lands and Natural Resources

Richard Cannings, NDP Member of Parliament
